2011 Birdathon Field Trips!
 To sign up call Tahoma Audubon Society at 253-565-9278! This is a listing of the Birdathon field trips as of April 17th! We may add more so watch the May edition of the Towhee for any updates!

· Titlow Park

When: Tuesday May 3rd, 10:00a.m.to 12:00noon (stay after to count seabirds along the beach)

Leaders:  Rosanne Becker and Joann Sims

Enjoy both water and songbirds at this Tacoma Park.  A variety of bird habitats will be explored including salt water, pond and forest. Meet at the Lodge at Titlow Park which is at the west end of 6th Avenue in Tacoma. Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278.
· Homestead Park, Gig Harbor 

When: Wednesday, May 4th, 6:00pm-8:30pm

Leader: Melissa Sherwood

Please meet 15 minutes before the start time – at the Heritage Garden parking area of Homestead Park (drive to the  right after entering, parking near the 1st tall conifers to the south).  Bring binoculars and dress appropriately for the weather and walking trails and board walks.  Call Melissa for more detailed directions or if stormy/windy weather – 253-851-7230. Groups are limited to 8 people. Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278. 

· Tacoma to Ocean Shores

When:  Thursday May 5th, 7:00a.m.  

Leader: Ed Pullen
Join Ed Pullen for a weekday Birdathon Thursday May 5th.  Meet at the I5- Hwy 512 Park and Ride near McDonalds early AM.  Details to depend on energy level of the participants.  Ideal meet really early and dash to Ocean Shores.  Bird Ocean Shores, Hoquiam, Brady Loop, Nisqually and end in Tacoma about dark.  Alternative if birders want to start later then we can start in Tacoma and work our way to Ocean Shores and finish drive back after dark.  Expect lots of shore birds, waterfowl, and the usual gulls, passerines, some raptors and a great day.  Bring food, drinks, waterproof boots, and birding gear.  Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278.
· Foulweather Bluff/Pt. No Point
When:  Saturday May 7th, 7:00a.m.to mid-afternoon

Leader: Rolan Nelson

We’ll visit Foulweather Bluff, Point-No-Point and the Hansville Greenway.  Join us for this Birdathon event to check out the west sound migrants that should be passing through.  We’ll see wetlands, saltwater, forest glades and meadows.  We hope to identify over 65 species.  Bring rain gear and lunch or you can buy supplies at the Hansville Store.  

Meet at the Purdy Park and Ride off Highway 16 at 7:00a.m.  Take Hwy 16 across Narrows Bridge from Tacoma.  Exit at SR302/Purdy off ramp and drive straight through Purdy (three stoplights) to 144th.  The Park and Rid is located just past the Chevron Station. Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278.
·  Nisqually NWR and/or Ocean Shores

When: Saturday May 7th, 7:30a.m.to Evening

Leaders:  Ken & Nel Batker

The trip will begin by walking the Nisqually trail on the refuge followed by a sack lunch (bring your own). The Nisqually portion is usually done by around 11:00a.m. Following the Nisqually walk, we will carpool to Gray’s Harbor National Wildlife Refuge and from there to Ocean Shores.  The day ends with dinner in Aberdeen to recap the day’s counts and activities. Participants are welcome to come for the entire day, or just Nisqually, or just Ocean Shores.  If you choose to do just Ocean Shores, you should plan on meeting at Nisqually at 11:00a.m.so we can carpool down to Gray’s Harbor. Meet at the Flagpole by the visitor’s center at Nisqually NWR. Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278.
· Pierce County Big Day “Purdy to Paradise” on International Migratory Bird Day

When:  Saturday May 7th, 5:15a.m.to dusk

Leader: Bruce LaBar

Starting at Purdy Spit, the trip visits Point Defiance, McChord and other points of interest along the way to the Mountain.  We aim each year to show you that you can find 100 species just by birding in Pierce County. Meet at the far end of Purdy Spit at 5:15a.m.Please note this trip is already FULL! 
· Adriana Hess, University Place

When: Monday May 9thth, 12:00noon to 1:30p.m.

Leader: Joe McGuire
Join Joe as he leads his monthly walks at Adriana Hess Wetland Park in University Place.  This small park is home to dozens and dozens of bird species!  Meet at 2917 Morrison Road West in University Place. This is a Birdathon trip, so please make a donation to Tahoma Audubon Society. Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278.
· Morse Wildlife Preserve, Graham

When:  Friday May 13th, 9:30am to 11:00a.m.

Leader: Betty Jones

Walk the trails and check out the marsh, dry Douglas fir forest, moist lowland forest, prairie and meadows.  Take a look at the pond in the marsh and the forested wetland from the bird tower. Ask for directions when you sign up.
· Tacoma to Moses Lake Overnight

When: Saturday and Sunday May 14th and 15th, 5:30am Saturday until Sunday afternoon

Leaders Marcus Roening and Heather Ballash 

Marcus and Heather lead an exciting trip from Tacoma to the Potholes in Moses Lake.  The trip will cover 15 habitat zones, covering sage, pinelands and wetlands.
There will be a special emphasis on neotropical migrants.  Expect to see at least 120 species in one fast-paced day.  Meet at 5:30am and arrive in Moses Lake at 8:30pm, where we will stay overnight.  We’ll take a leisurely return through favorite bird areas on Sunday.   Please provide email address and phone number when you sign up in order to coordinate lodging details and meeting place.  Email Marcus.d.roening@gsk.com for further details. Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278.
· Fox Island Birdathon   

When: Monday May 16th, 8:00am – 10:00am

Leader: Kimberly Toal

We will visit several island beaches and open areas for this year's birdathon. Meet at the Fox Island Boat Launch at the far end of the Fox Island Bridge. For trip details, contact Kimberly Toal at 253-722-8898. To sign up please contact Tahoma Audubon Society.
· Green River Watershed

When: Saturday May 21st, 8:00a.m.to 3:00p.m. 

Leader: Greg Volkhardt and a Master Birder

This is a rare opportunity to see the protected watershed managed by Tacoma Water. We’ll bird in forests and fields around Howard Hanson Lake (elevation 1200 feet) then visit Eagle Lake (elevation 2200 feet). Space is limited to the first 12 people.  Bring picture Identification as this is a restricted access area. Bring a lunch and appropriate clothing.  Be prepared to do some walking on uneven ground.

Meet at Tacoma Public Utilities, 3628 South 35th Street lot A1, on the Westside of the Administration Building at 8:00a.m. You will travel in one or two vans will brought back to the parking lot at about 3:00pm.   
· Point Defiance Park – Kid/Family friendly
When: Wednesday May 25th, 6:00pm to 8:30 pm
Leaders: Sue Wattier and Cassie Head

We will meet at the pagoda for a basic bird identification lesson, and then take an evening stroll through the forest trails and down to the beach at Point Defiance. We’ll see plenty of bird species out there! This event is led by the Education Staff at Tahoma Audubon and will be geared for the younger crowd and families. Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278.
· Waughop Lake, Ft. Steilacoom

When: Sunday May 22nd, 8:30a.m.to 11:00a.m.

Leader: Betty Jones

Identify birds in the oak woodlands, grasslands and Waughop Lake.  This is a very fun trip where you may see up to 50 bird species. Meet at the barn at Ft. Steilacoom Park, in Lakewood, or for anyone interested, meet Betty earlier at the little dam at the mouth of Chambers Creek on Chambers Creek road. Get an early start on this fun day! Meet at 7:30am and then join up with the rest of the group at Ft. Steilacoom! Sign up by calling the Tahoma Audubon office at 253-565-9278.
