
ebruary 19th was one of those 
intensely shiny days that can be 
experienced in wintertime in 
the northwest, so of course that 
was the day that Bruce LaBar 
and Charlie Wright chose to 

lead their field trip to the Skagit and Samish 
flats.  They’ve been doing this trip for a 
number of year for Tahoma Audubon, and 
it’s always the most wonderful weather day 
of the winter!   It’s still a great mystery how 
they can cause this weather, but I’m starting 
to be a believer in their powers.  

Besides the glories of the season that are 

the expected gifts of the Skagit, we had 
another goal this morning.  A Black Phoebe 
had been hanging around the Skagit Wildlife 
Area for almost a month, and we were keen 
to see it!  This is a California flycatcher way 
out of its range, but somehow surviving in 
the frigid Skagit.  Although it has been seen 
in Southwestern Washington, this would be 
a first record for Skagit County and perhaps 
a new northerly limit.  We were looking for 
a very dapper little flycatcher dressed in 
black above and white below who sallies 
out for bugs and returns to a favored perch.  
One of our group, Annie, had been up here 

recently and had seen it, so she took us to 
the spot.  Of course it wasn’t there – at least 
not at first.  We birded the area and had lots 
of nice birds while waiting for it to appear, 
not the least of which were Swallows!!  In 
the very chilly temperatures that come with 
clear winter days, it was hard to think 
spring, but the Swallows made it appear 
imminent, both Tree and Barn Swallows, 
several of each.  Female Cowbirds were 
already surveying potential species to para-
sitize, and all the winter sparrows were 
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 See "Skagit Valley" on page 6

Studies in black and white

A Skagit Valley field trip
Story and photos by Diane Yorgason-Quinn 

Skagit Valley's famous
winter visitors, Snow Geese.

F

Register now, start gathering your 
pledges, and go on a fun, adventur-
ous field trip in May!

Birdathon is our largest fundrais-
er of the year and a great way for 
you to help support our education 
and conservation programs! Birders 
of all skill levels and ages are wel-
come and it is a great way to get outdoors in 

the spring with family and friends. All 
field trips are led by expert or mas-
ter birders so you are sure to have 
a very enjoyable time. Please sup-
port Tahoma Audubon by being a 
Birdathon Birder, a sponsor, or by 
making a donation. If you have a 
business and would like to sponsor 

Birdathon please hurry and call so we can start 

getting your name out there as a generous 
business in our community. If you would like 
to be on our Birdathon committee let us 
know.

Contact Cami Kesinger at 253-565-9129 or 
ckesinger@tahomaaudubon.org for all the 
Birdathon details!

Join Tahoma Audubon Society for Birdathon 2011!
See page 9 for Birdathon field trips

You're invited to
the Wenas campout! May 27th-30th

More details in next month's Towhee.
Or go to www.wenasaudubon.org.  

Mark your calendars!
It's time to go camping @ 

In 1963, Bea Buzzetti, Ruth Anderson and Hazel Wolf wandered serendipitously into the 
Wenas Creek area on a Memorial Day camping trip. They were so impressed with the variety 

of wildlife that they convinced owner Boise Cascade to make the campground available to 
Audubon campers on Memorial Day. This was the beginning of an annual Audubon tradition.



In March we saw 
and heard sure signs of 
a looming spring: frogs 
croaking at twilight, 
pink cherry blossoms 
bursting open, and the 
solitary Rufus hum-
mingbird perched atop 
a tree calling for a 
mate.  In March, spring 
is just around the cor-
ner.  Daylight savings 

time and Spring Equinox, interspersed with sequential rain 
and thunder showers made it official.

Now its April, and spring is undeniable.  While our natural 
world was undergoing this great transition from winter to 
spring, Tahoma Audubon was also experiencing its own 
transformation.  And with change comes new opportunities.  

After being on staff with Tahoma Audubon Society as 
Conservation Coordinator since 2006, I am both honored 
and eager to take on new challenges and opportunities by 
serving as Tahoma Audubon’s new Executive Director.  

I look forward to working with our newest staff member, 
Sue Wattier – Education Coordinator. Sue’s immense experi-
ence and skills will serve Audubon well to grow our educa-
tion program and reach more youth and adults then ever 
before, as well as helping us to attain our five year goals for 
education.  Sue will also be a great mentor for our 
AmeriCorps Educator, Cassie Head, in providing nature 
education to youth through our Budding Scientists programs 
and weekly after school middle school club, “OSPREY,” at 

Stewart Middle School in Tacoma, on Joint Base Lewis 
McChord, and at Surprise Lake Middle School in Milton, as 
well as planned summer day camps at Hess!

Since January, I’ve enjoyed working closely with Cami 
Kesinger our Membership/Development Coordinator.  Cami 
has successfully taken on new challenges and responsibilities 
during the transition period, playing a critical role in keeping 
Tahoma Audubon running and moving forward.  On top of 
this, she is gearing up for Birdathon 2011, which we expect 
to be our most popular and biggest fundraiser to date! So, get 
your binoculars ready…

Most of all, I look forward to working with our board, our 
members, and our volunteers!  Without the active support 
and engagement of our members, Tahoma Audubon would 
not have been created, let alone exist today.  Our shared 
values and vision of connecting people to nature cannot be 
emphasized enough as a key to why we are here and who we 
are.  This is what brings us together to fulfill our mission: “to 
conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, 
other wildlife, and their habitats for the benefit of humanity 
and the Earth’s biological diversity.”  We do this through 
pooling our talents and resources, whether it is time, skills, or 
money.  And we do it very well.  

Be sure to look for our 2010 Annual Report to see how we 
are doing, published in the April Towhee, and also available 
in PDF format on our website.  Beyond reading, if you aren’t 
already involved, make 2011 the year to be involved:

• Become a Member
• Participate in Birdathon
• Donate your time, money or skills
• Do an Internship with us for academic credit or for fun

• Help at Morse Wildlife Preserve events
• Volunteer as a Front Desk Receptionist, Citizen Scientist, 	

	 TGIF in the Park, Field Trip leader, Membership 		
	 Committee member, Towhee mailer, Puyallup Fair 		
	 booth or attend a monthly Membership Program, just to 	
	 name a few. 

• Advocate for policies and regulations that protect our 		
	 environment locally, regionally, and globally!

Beyond continuing doing the great work that TAS has 
always done, I look forward to working with volunteers, 
board, and staff alike to help Tahoma Audubon be more 
efficient and more effective than ever before.  We already do 
a good job, but we can strive for doing a great job.  That also 
means being focused and mission-driven, partnering, mak-
ing sound choices, fundraising, and allocating our limited 
resources to produce the best results. 

Tahoma Audubon was founded in 1969. When it comes to 
the ever-changing landscape of the environment, the work is 
never done.  In Pierce County, we are lucky to have some of 
the most dedicated environmental educators and leaders 
anywhere, and we are blessed to have many of them as the 
founders and long-time members of Tahoma Audubon 
Society.  

In 2011, I am proud to go to work every day for a local 
member-based environmental organization that is older than 
I am, that has an amazing track record, and that is made up 
of so many caring and dedicated individuals who continually 
give of themselves to connect people to nature.  Thank you!

Last but not least, TAS President Margie Shea and mem-
bers of the Executive Committee and Board who have shep-
herded the organization through this winter’s staffing chang-
es deserve special thanks for their dedication and giving of 
their time and energy.  Thank You!

Welcome Spring!
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executive director’s Corner

The Towhee is a publication of the Tahoma Audubon Society.

The Tahoma Audubon Society was chartered in 1969. TAS advocates for the protec-
tion of wildlife and promotes conservation through education and activities that enrich its 
member’s experiences in and with the natural world.

The Towhee is published monthly, ten times a year, with a combined Jul/Aug and Dec/
Jan issue. Submissions of articles and photographs of birds, bird lore, natural history, 
conservation, and environmental education are reviewed and considered for inclusion by 
the editor. Copy is due by the 15th of the month and may be sent by e-mail, disk, or 
typed.

Editor: Alison Burchett: editor@tahomaaudubon.org 
Mailing: Vera & John Cragin and Winfield Giddings 
Design & Layout: Robert Kelton: E-mail: robert_kelton@ mac.com
Printing: Consolidated Press 

Printed on recycled newsprint

We are pleased to honor our visionaries who have named Tahoma Audubon 
in their estate plans making them members of the Feathered Nest Circle. 

This list updated as of March 15, 2011.

Tahoma Audubon Society's
Feathered Nest Circle

The Pierce County Chapter of The National Audubon Society
Located in University Place's Adriana Hess Wetland Park

2917  Morrison Rd W University Place, WA 98466
Office hours 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Front desk 253-565-9278

Tahoma Audubon Staff
 

Krystal Kyer          Executive Director 
kkyer@tahomaaudubon.org		                     253-232-9978                     

Cami Kesinger       Development Coordinator
ckesinger@tahomaaudubon.org	                     253-565-9129                       

Sue Wattier             Education Coordinator	 253-686-2873
swattier@tahomaaudubon.org

Cassie Head             Environmental Educator	 253-565-1884
chead@tahomaaudubon.org

Tahoma Audubon Board Officers

Margie Shea		   President			    

Darby Veeck 	   Vice President

Jane Brosius 	   Secretary

Kathleen Nelson 	   Treasurer

Tahoma Audubon Board of Directors

John Garner

Thelma Gilmur

Bill Smith

Melissa Paulson

Ione Clagett

Dick Carkner

Charles Griffin

Art Wang

David Vance

David Senner

Lloyd Fetterly

Lisa Hesse

Anonymous (3)
Jane Brosius
Dick & Terry Carkner
Terry & Bev Conner
Ruth Daugherty
Helen Engle
Bryan Flint
Thomas Galdabini  
John Garner & Caroline Harris
Thelma and Chuck Gilmur
Marjorie Griffin*
Noel & Bill Hagens
Frances Heidner*
David R. Hirst
Cami Kesinger
Peggy Kopf & Pat Mail
John & Pat Lantz
Diane J. Malone
Jean McCord
Guy and Cecile Montgomery
Gary and Sharon Nestegard

Melissa and Jamie Paulson
Donna Cooper Pepos*
Barbara Petersen
Marcus Roening & Heather Ballash
Sarah C. Sloat*
Beatrice E. Thompson*
Darby Veeck & Kristin Lynett

*Deceased

With Spring comes change
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The Vancouver Avian Research Centre has 
just posted spring dates for Bird Monitoring 
and Banding and Bird Identification Work-
shops.

Dates and full details of course schedules 
and content can be found online at: http://
www.birdvancouver.com/workshops.html 

These workshops are  3 days of action-
packed introductory courses consisting of 
presentations, specimen study, field mist-

netting, banding, and processing under the 
direction of Derek Matthews, Master Bander 
and Bander-in-charge at the Vancouver Avi-
an Research Centre.

This workshop has been developed for 
people with little or no bird banding or bird 
in the hand experience and provides a fan-
tastic opportunity to see birds up close and 
personal, to learn about their plumages, molt 
sequences, and life habits.  

By participating in 
established banding 
programs, you can con-
tribute in a direct way 
to their conservation. 
Imagine capturing a 
bird such as a Swain-
son’s Thrush or Wilson’s 
Warbler and knowing 
that it traveled to Latin 
America or Mexico and 
returned to the ex-

act location where you banded it the previ-
ous year. Holding and releasing birds like this 
is a unique experience and one which lasts 
a lifetime. The experience gained and skills 
acquired from this course can be used for a 
variety of avian research and conservation 
projects including the Monitoring Avian Pro-
ductivity and Survivorship Program (MAPS) 
and the Canadian Migration Monitoring Net-
work (CMMN). 

But most of all the workshop is designed to 
be a fun and interesting ex-
perience and a way to take 
your interest in birds and the 
environment to the next lev-
el.

Once a month the environmental community gets together to just have fun 
and meet new people.  We don’t try to solve any problems, sign you up to tes-
tify for anything or ask you for money.  Just fun, like minded people enjoying 
holiday cheer.

Tahoma Audubon is member-based non-profit environmental organization 
serving Tacoma and Pierce County since 1969.  We are located at the Adriana 
Hess Wetland Park in University Place.  Visit the park to explore how you can 
attract wildlife to your backyard, walk our native plant trail or go on a guided 
bird walk.  We also offer environmental education classes for adults and chil-
dren.

We focus on environmental education, conservation, citizen science, and 
habitat restoration.  In 2011, some of the projects we are working on include:

1) Building community capacity to conserve and restore urban habitats and 
wildlife corridors through our work with the Green Tacoma Partnership with 
more volunteer opportunities and free trainings throughout the year. (www.
greentacoma.org)

2) Protecting the best remaining habitats and corridors throughout Pierce 
County through advocacy and planning on the county's Open Space Task 
Force.

3) Engaging youth and adult volunteers in a variety of fun and educational 

Citizen Science projects that connect people to nature!
You can learn more about TAS at: www.tahomaaudubon.org or look for us 

on Facebook!
Join us in celebrating April, kicking off Birdathon, and making every day 

Earth Day!
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Conservation Matters

Green Drinks

The Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW) Backyard Wildlife 
Sanctuary program celebrated its 25th 
anniversary year by more than making a 
“10,000 by 2010” campaign goal. 

 By the end of 2010, an official total 
of 11,454 properties across the state 
were enrolled as Backyard Wildlife 
Sanctuaries.  

 With the program’s emphasis on urban 
and suburban properties where habitat 
development and restoration is most 
needed, 89 percent of those properties (10,238) are in 
western Washington, where more of the state’s cities 
and towns lie in the Puget Sound area.  

  The other 11 percent (1,216) are in eastern 
Washington, mostly in Spokane - with some in the Tri-
Cities, Yakima and Wenatchee areas. 

  The “10,000 by 2010” campaign began in the 
summer of 2009, when the statewide total of properties 
enrolled was 8,507.  The 10,000 mark was reached in 

April 2010 with enrollment of a property 
in Olympia. 

  The Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary 
program began in 1985 in WDFW’s 
North Puget Sound Region, based in 
Mill Creek, north of Seattle. It quickly 
expanded to the Spokane-based Eastern 
Region for statewide promotion of 
the program’s basic idea - wildlife 
stewardship begins at home, even and 
especially in urban settings. 

  With over 35,000 acres of wildlife 
habitat converted to housing and other development 
each year in Washington, the program is designed to help 
offset that loss by encouraging backyard landscaping to 
provide food and cover for wildlife. 

 Over the years the program has increased emphasis 
on development and maintenance of year-round habitat, 
preferably using low-maintenance, low-water-use 
native plants. Information on supplemental feeding of 
birds has increasingly focused on keeping feeders clean 

to avoid spreading disease among birds and locating 
feeders to minimize problems with predation and birds 
flying into nearby windows. 

  The program not only enhances the urban 
environment for the benefit of wildlife, but it also helps 
increase opportunities for people to enjoy and learn 
about wildlife. 

  The latest (2006) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
survey of wildlife associated recreation showed that 
2.3 million Washington residents, or about 40 percent 
of the state’s population, actively watch wildlife.  Most 
of those - 1.9 million or 83 percent - watch wildlife 
“around home” (defined as within a mile of home.) 
About 1.5 million feed wildlife and about 360,000 
maintain natural areas or plantings for wildlife. 

  If you’re currently one of the many thousands of 
Washington Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary managers, thank 
you for all you do to help wildlife on your property.  

  If you’re not in the Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary 
program, apply on-line today at http://wdfw.wa.gov/
wlm/backyard/application.pdf .

Goal met in 25th year of Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary program 

Bird Monitoring & Banding Workshops
At the Vancouver Avian Research Centre:

Celebrate Earth Day with Green Drinks hosted by Tahoma Audubon

Thursday, April 7, 2011
5:30 pm to 8:00 pm

Doyle's Public House
208 Saint Helens Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98402
(253) 272-7468

Bird photos by Derek Mathews. (For many more bird photos, plus other information, please go to http://birdvancouver.com

http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/backyard/application.pdf
http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/backyard/application.pdf
http://birdvancouver.com/gallery/index.html
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Meet Sue Wattier, our new Education Coordinator

Recurring Classes
Budding Scientists
Ages 5-7, $9.00 per student. Young home-
schoolers and other children begin science 
and nature exploration through games, hikes, 
and crafts. 
Beginning Homeschool Science
Ages 8-10, $12 per student. Homeschool 
students explore science through hands-on 
experiments and activities. Register Early - 
these classes fill quickly! Note - topics are 
repeated during the month, so select class 
appropriate for your child’s knowledge and 
abilities. Beginning science students should 
be able to add and subtract numbers. 
Intermediate Homeschool Science
Ages 10-12, $12 per student. Homeschool 
students explore science through hands-on 
experiments and activities. Register Early - 
these classes fill quickly! Note - topics are 
repeated during the month, so select class 

appropriate for your child’s knowledge and 
abilities. Intermediate Science Students 
should be able to multiply and divide num-
bers, add and subtract fractions. 
Advanced Homeschool Science
Ages 12-15, $15 per student.Homeschool 
students explore science through hands-on 
experiments and activities. Register Early - 
these classes fill quickly! Note - topics are 
repeated during the month, so select class 
appropriate for your child’s knowledge and 
abilities. Older homeschool students will 
continue their science studies with challeng-
ing and engaging experiments and activities. 
To participate in this class, students should be 
able to calculate averages, percentages, and 
solve simple equations. 
Advanced Homeschool Science Lab
Ages 12-15, $15 per student. Homeschool 
students explore science through hands-on 

experiments and activities. Register Early - 
these classes fill quickly! Note - topics are 
repeated during the month, so select class 
appropriate for your child’s knowledge and 
abilities. Older homeschool students will 
continue their science studies with challeng-
ing and engaging experiments and activities. 
To participate in this class, students should be 
able to calculate averages, percentages, and 
solve simple equations. 
Nature Alphabet
Ages 3-6, $6 per child. Preschoolers explore 
different nature topics through stories, hands-
on activities, nature walks and crafts at the 
Tacoma Nature Center. Adult participation is 
recommended, children under four require an 
adult present. Please note alternating times. 
Register by the Saturday before the program. 
Nature Discovery Hours 
Ages 3-6. $3 per child or $2.50 for TNC 

families, Adults FREE. Explore the Tacoma 
Nature Center’s  new Discovery Pond with a 
Nature Guide during this reserved time. 
Special activities and nature discovery aids 
will be available. Adult participation is 
required, but there is no fee for adults. Please 
note alternating weekdays. 

Nature Yoga
Ages 3-6. $6 per child or $5 for TNC 
Families. Fun, child-centered activities and 
nature poses are combined with time-honored 
yoga practice to guide children and an adult 
partner through warn-up, work-out, strength-
en, cool down and relaxation. Adult atten-
dance is required. Participants may bring 
yoga mats or use those provided. Sponsored 
by Source Yoga.  

Register for any of these classes through the 
Tacoma Nature Center, 253-591-6439.

education Matters

Adriana Hess
Audubon Center
2917 Morrison Rd. W., University Place

For Ages 4-6  Tue-Thu, 9 am - 1 pm $90 per camper
Little Explorers Nature Camps - Young explorers will

find this small nature park in University Place just the right size 
for outdoor discovery and play while learning about nature

LE: birds in the backyard
This camp is for the birds! Enjoy calling for chick-adees,
and meeting other fine feathered friends.
# 57388		 June 28-June 30
# 57389		 July 26-28

LE: bugs & slugs
Discover the smallest wildlife that live in our own
backyards—worms, tree frogs, roly-polys & more!
# 57390		 July 6-8*   (*Note: Wed-Fri dates)
# 57391		 Aug 2-4

LE: furry friends
Things can get pretty hairy when you’re searching
for mammals! What four-legged critters will we see?
# 57392		 July 12-14
# 57393		 Aug 16-18

LE: wild about wetlands
Frogs and crayfish, minnows and ducks - learn how they live 
deep in the muck!
# 57394		 July 19-21
# 57395		 Aug 23-25

Tacoma Nature Center
1919 S. Tyler St., Tacoma

For Ages 5-11
Mon-Fri, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm $150 per camper
Off-site field trip included for 8-11 yr. old campers

kaleidoscope of nature
Explore the endless variety of colors, shapes, sizes
and sounds found in nature. Identify animals and
their behaviors with nature hikes, games, crafts,
science lab, sketching and journaling.
# 57384		 July 25-29	 Ages 8-11
# 57385		 Aug 1-5		 Ages 5-7

oceans of fun
Get the underwater scoop on amazing creatures of
ponds, creeks, rivers, tides and ocean. Hikes and
games, crafts and stories, and a science lab will
bring you into this wet and wild world. Play an important
role in protecting the nurseries of turtles,
tadpoles and butterflies.
# 57382		 July 11-15	 Ages 8-11
# 57383		 July 18-22	 Ages 5-7

it’s art, naturally
Play and connect with nature and be inspired to
create unique artwork, stories, plays, music and
whatever your imagination can dream up!
# 57386		 Aug 22-26	 Ages 8-11
# 57387		 Aug 15-19	 Ages 5-7
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Camps at Swan Creek Park  Located near Lister Elementary on east side of Tacoma

Swan Creek Adventure Camp
Discover nearby wonders of nature with hands-on activities and fun games during this adventurous camp.
Explore trails, forest and creek bed learning about Swan Creek’s critters.
# 57397 Aug 8-12 Mon-Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm Ages 8-12 $150 per camper

Swan Creek Eco-Explorers
Join naturalists, wildlife biologists and other nature specialists in exploring Swan Creek Park. Hike the trails, investigate the differ-
ent habitats, enjoy fun games and activities. Spend a special Friday evening from 8-10pm at an ice cream social with your family 
as you discover the night skies.
# 57396 July 5-8 Tue-Fri, 10:00am-6:00pm Ages 12-14 $150 per camper

Register online at www.
MetroParksTacoma.org or 
call Tacoma Nature Center 
(253) 591-6439. Scholar-
ship assistance available.

NEW!

I am pleased to join 
the staff at Tahoma 
Audubon as the 
Education Coord-
inator.

Not only has my 
professional life 
focused on environ-
mental education, but 
it is also my passion.  
Perhaps my greatest 
joy was when former 

students returned in high school to volunteer as mentor 
teachers; a true testament to the impact of their experi-
ence and the lifelong habits they developed.  
Additionally, my husband and I supported our two 

children throughout their school years as active volun-
teers in both Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts.  I am happy 
to work for an organization driven by a mission to con-
nect people to nature.    

I am intrigued by the current class offerings and pro-
grams offered by Tahoma Audubon and I look forward 
to observing volunteers and staff in action at these pro-
grams.

In addition, I anticipate expanding our program 
offerings and the number of people we serve.  Some of 
the options I would like to explore would include:

• Creating a “For Kids” section on our website with 	
	 activities, information, games, etc. targeted for our 	
	 youngest members.

• Strengthening our outreach programs to encourage 	
	 those exposed to Tahoma Audubon to join our 		

	 membership and bring their family along.
• Increasing our family program offerings to better 	

	 meet the needs of our current and prospective 		
	 members.

• Reaching out to the “20-somethings” to encourage 	
	 their volunteerism and membership in Audubon.

I realize these are ambitious goals and my first prior-
ity is to meet as many members as I can and insure we 
meet the current educational needs of this wonderful 
organization.  Please stop by the office so that I can 
meet you.  If you would like to be a part of our 
Education Committee please let me know!

I look forward to adding my skills to those of my 
co-workers to grow and strengthen Tahoma Audubon 
Society.  It gives me great pleasure to be a part of the 
Tahoma Audubon “flock.”



Weekly Birdwalks at Nisqually
Wednesdays 8:00 am to Noon
Leader:  Phil Kelley. Join Phil on his weekly bird 
walks as he counts the birds at Nisqually NWR.  The 
new boardwalk is open!  The group walks over to an 
area near the visitor's center to view the entry road 
estuary, and then takes the boardwalk/trail loop out 
to the Twin Barns, and the Nisqually overlook area.  
From there, the group walks the new dike, and back 
to the Riparian Forest . Some may choose to contin-
ue on the NEW boardwalk. The walk totals 2.0 miles 
roundtrip to the new boardwalk extension.  The new 
boardwalk adds an additional 2.0 miles, so the walk 
including the boardwalk extension is now 4.0 miles. 
Bring: Good walking shoes or boots, raingear, water, 
snacks, and $3 for entry fee unless you have a pass.  
Scopes are welcome.
Meet: At the Visitor's Center Pond Overlook.
Directions:  Take I-5 south from Tacoma and exit to 
Nisqually NWR at exit 114.  Right at the light.
Sign-up:  Call or email Phil to confirm details.  Phil 
Kelley, Lacey, (360) 459-1499 (360) 459-1499, 
scrubjay323@aol.com. A new dike open to the pub-
lic was completed in Jan, 2010.  It can be seen from 
the Twin Barns, and leads from the Nisqually River 
almost over to McAllister Creek.  A BRAND NEW 
boardwalk extension that goes out toward the mouth 
of  McAllister Creek opened in Feb.
 
Teen Birding Trip to the Foothills Trail
Saturday, April 9th, 2011  9:00am-12:00pmAre you 
a teen interested in nature or birds? Would you like to 
learn more about the natural world, while getting out 
to experience nature and meet others like you? Then 
please join us on the Foothills Trail on the morning of 
April 9th. We will meet at the Orting City Park , then 
carpool or caravan to a section of the Foothills Trail. 

Be prepared to walk 2-3 miles, and bring binoculars 
if you have them. Please RSVP for exact directions 
to Annie Meyer at tacomateenbirders@gmail.com.
 
Harbor Family Park Bird Walk
Saturday April 23  7:30 am  - 9:30 am
Join Greater Gig Harbor Foundation board member 
Kimberly Toal for birding on 40 wooded acres at 
Harbor Family Park and the adjacent Knight Forest 
property. Meet at corner of Warren Drive and 70th 
next to park sign.If things get slow, we can move 
across the street to a large wetlands, or down to Fox 
Island Boat Launch. Enjoy spring birding while learn-
ing more about the history of this beautiful property 
and how GGHF is working to acquire it and turn it 
into a park for all to enjoy. For details, visit http://
www.gigharborfoundation.org/ For trip information, 
contact Kimberly at 253-722-8898. Trip is on unless 
we get heavy rain and wind.

Adriana Hess Park Family Walk
Sun, April 24  4:00 – 5:00 pm
A family program to encourage families to appreci-
ate the park by providing information and opportuni-
ties with a guided walking tour.
Call Dixie Harris for details 564-6373

Plant Walk at Adriana Hess Wetland Park
Mon, April 18  Noon – 1:00 pm. Enjoy a guided 
plant walk through the park!
 
Sehmel Homestead Park - Gig Harbor
Tuesday April 5   7:00 am – 9:30 am  AND
Wednesday, April 6  5:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Location:  Sehmel Homestead Park, Gig Harbor
Join Melissa Sherwood as she leads one of her bi-
monthly birdwalks thruough the new Sehmel Home-
stead Park near Gig Harbor.  Wear appropriate cloth-
ing.  There are some mud wallows that need to be 
negotiated on the trails.  Please bring binoculars if 
you can.
Directions:  Exit off Hwy 16 on Burnham Drive, 
head west to the "T" which is Sehmel Drive; turn left, 
continue on that road until 78th Ave. NW - turn left.  
Park entrance on left.  Enter, turn right at baseball 
fields,  head south to Heritage and Master Gardens.  
Call Melissa with questions - 253-851-7230. May 
cancel trip during heavy windstorms.  Call TAS to 
sign up - 253-565-9278.
 
Morse Wildlife Preserve with Betty Jones
April 22, 9:00 am – 11:00 am
Back by popular demand! Come walk the trails, 
woods, meadows and prairie at Morse Wildlife Pre-
serve. View the forested wetland and North Muck 
Creek and marsh from the gorgeous bird tower. Over 
the years, 120 species have been identified.  This is 
also Earth Day, so come celebrate nature!

field trips  and Events
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Call TAS to register (253-565-9278). Some trips are people limited out 
of necessity.

Notify TAS 24 hours in advance if you cannot come. Field trip leaders put in 
a lot of time and planning and no-shows disrupt field trips. More than 3 
no-shows a year can result in revoking opportunity to participate.

Arrive at the meeting place early.

No pets are allowed.

Be prepared for seasonal weather.

Bring lunch, drinks and snacks if the field trip is scheduled past mid-day.

All passengers divide total carpooling expenses.  Current guidelines are 
20 cents a mile per car, not including driver.

Beginners are always welcome.

Have fun.

rulesApril

Draw or paint one of the following birds of Point Defiance Park with its native habitat:

Tahoma Audubon’s 12th Annual

Young Student Bird Drawing Contest

Who can enter: Pierce County students in 2nd -7th grades (7-14 yrs old) Three age categories: grades 2-3; 	
	 grades 4-5; grades 6-7
How to Enter:    Submissions must be postmarked or delivered by May 20th to:
	 Tahoma Audubon, Adriana Hess Audubon Center, 2917 Morrison Rd West, University Place, 	
	 WA 98466
Rules: Available with entry form at www.TahomaAudubon.org
For more information: e-mail Cassie at chead@TahomaAudubon.org or call (253) 565-1884

Belted Kingfisher	 Bald Eagle	 Western Tanager

• Winners will be notified by June 2nd 2011 • Awards & prizes will be presented to the winners at the June 10th membership meeting 
of Tahoma Audubon at Tacoma Nature Center. Everyone welcome! • Winners will be recognized here in the July issue of The Towhee.
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Just the other day... Tahoma Audubon in April, 1986

Feedback, comments and reminiscences welcome, 
253-564-3112, Hengle@iinet.com.

BIRDSONGS	 by Phil Buly

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s 
Region I office was reviewing the 
National Wildlife Refuge status for 
Bowerman Basin.  Public opinion was 
playing a key role in the decision with 
our call for letters ot Congressmen Don 
Bonker and Al Swift, and Senators Dan Evans 
and Slade Gorton.  The Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
and the Endangered Species Act were the two 
pieces of legislation enabling the USFWS to consider 
protecting habitat like Bowerman Basin.   The bad 
news was that Hoquiam Mayor Jack McGuire 
refuses to acknowledge the State Shorelines Hearing 
Board’s orders regarding development in the Basin.  

Spring started with Field trips to our favorite 
places.  We went to Pack Forest & Mashel Falls with 
Ann VisChansky; Bald Hills & Skookumchuck River 
with Jim Scearce; Kennedy creek and Falls, with 
Wally Wilkins; Bowerman Basin/Ocean Shores  
with Bob Ramsey and again with Ken Brown 
(great shorebird migrations!!).  Wolf Haven and 
Mima Mounds was a Snake Lake Nature Center trip, 
and so was the Ocean Birding trip with Salmon 
Charters out of Westport.  We participated in a 

Marine Project led by the Poulsbo Marine 
Science Center and in an Oil Spill 
Workshop led by Seattle Audubon 
Society.  Ken Brown’s Birding Class 
began and they were using the new 
National Geographic’s Field Guide to the 

Birds of North America.
The Washington State Audubon meeting 

was held in Ellensburg for two days at the Conference 
Center of CWU.  The theme was “Old Growth and 
Spotted Owls.”  Speakers represented the WA Dept. 
of Game (Now Dept. of Fish & Wildlife), Willapa 
National Wildlife Refuge, Oregon Natural Resources 
Council, and the National Wildlife Federation.

National Audubon announced its Audubon Summer 
Camps for adults and children in Maine, Connecticut, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming.  The “Camp of the West” will 
offer a nature photography session in the Wind River 
Mountains and Yellowstone National Park.  There were 
also wilderness research backpacking trips in the Wind 
River Mountains in June, July and August.

Thais Bock reported on the National Midwinter 
Bald Eagle census coordinated by the WA Dept. of 
Game.  The most recent count of 1828 individuals 
was the highest in the Lower 48.  The participants 
in the count record time, place and numbers.  Then 

the cumulative data are computerized, analyzed and 
finally, published.  

McNeil Island was in the news.  Washington State 
agencies were ignoring protests about their plans to 
put salmon net pens in Still Harbor where the primary 
seal rookery is southern Puget Sound is located.  The 
pens would cause serious damage to the habitat for 
seals, and violate the transfer deed between the state 
and the federal government.  State game commission-
ers hint also that they want to open the island to 
various other uses.  Auduboners feel that the state 
should adopt a strong management plan to protect 
McNeil Island’s seals and other wildlife.  Tahoma 
Audubon sent a resolution to 
Governor Booth Gardner 
and the affected state agencies 
calling for the island and sur-
rounding sub-tidal areas to be 
managed solely for wildlife.  A 
hearing was scheduled before 
the Pierce County Hearing 
Examiner to be held on April 
22.

By Helen Engle

Helen Engle
from days of yore.

…Getting people to look in the right general area is 
the big initial challenge in trying to point out birds.  
I don’t know how many times I’ve heard some-
one say that a distant bird is “straight ahead.” But 

of course, anything is straight ahead as long as 
you’re looking right at it.  What’s the alternative? 
“The bird I’m looking at is to the left of where 
I’m looking?  No, our minds don’t work that way.  

Birds are always straight ahead, and we have to 
think of some other way to be specific.

- Kenn Kaufman
Bird Watcher’s Digest, January/February 2011.  

John James Audubon’s Birds of America display at Lakewold Gardens
The famous prints of the Birds of America series by John James Audubon 

are coming to Lakewold Gardens. On display will be 30 vintage 
prints from Toni and Jerry Gibbs’ private Birds of America collec-
tion, including the Pileated Woodpecker, the Horned Owl and 
many of the ducks he painted. Vintage frames from the 1800’s 
(Audubon’s era) highlight all of the pieces and some are of elephant 
folio size. From this exhibit you will learn about the life and his-
tory of Audubon and how it relates to the development of our 
country in the early years, from 1785 - 1851. This display docu-
ments his accomplishments and his contribution to history 
through art. Open 10am-4pm, this display can be viewed at 
Lakewold Gardens from April 28th through May 1st. 

In addition to the display, Lakewold will host a special presenta-
tion by the Gibbs’ and the Tahoma Audubon Society on May 
1st at 1:30pm to kick-off Lakewold’s MayFest activities. This 
casual presentation by Jerry Gibbs will include information on 
the print collection, in addition to basic bird watching techniques 
provided by the Tahoma Audubon Society.  Activities suitable for 
families to further learn about and enjoy our feathered friends 
will also be presented by volunteer naturalists of Tahoma 

Audubon. The Tahoma Audubon Society’s mission is to conserve 
and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, 
and their habitats for the benefit of humanity and Earth’s bio-
logical diversity.

Lakewold is pleased to partner with the Gibbs’ and Tahoma 
Audubon Society for these events that further incorporate the 

importance of a garden, wildlife, and nature in our increasingly 
busy world. Join us as we discover and enjoy a bird’s eye view of 

the impact of John James Audubon in the garden.
Lakewold Gardens is located at 12317 Gravelly Lake Drive 

SW, in Lakewood, Washington. Admission is $7.00 (general), 
$5.00 (seniors, students, military), with children under 12 and 
members of Lakewold free. All Birds of America exhib-
its and activities are included in the admission fee. 

For additional information about these 
events, please contact Amanda Wood at 

253.584.4106, ext. 108.
For more information about Lakewold, please 

call 253.584.4106, or visit our website  - 
www.lakewoldgardens.org.

25
Years Ago

http://www.lakewoldgardens.org
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 Parks Appreciation Day is April 16. In parks throughout 
Pierce County, we’ll trim limbs, groom grounds, comb 
beaches and plant more flowers and trees. Join us and come 
to a designated park between 9 a.m. and noon. We’re cele-

brating Earth Day, Arbor Day, National Parks Week and 
your local parks in one fun event. Be part of a major 
county-wide effort with nearly 2,000 other people 
working in their local parks at the same time. http://

www.metroparkstacoma.org/page.php?id=293 
Homestead Park Flower Show
Saturday April 30th, 9:00am-5:00pm.
Come purchase plants and flowers and visit 
vendors like Tahoma Audubon Society in the 
Environmental Health & Natural Resources 
Area. There will be environmental demon-

strations.  Homestead Park is at 3715 Bridgeport Way 
W, University Place, WA, 98466
 
Celebrate Spring at Adriana Hess Park
Come join us to celebrate our park in early bloom. Open 
House  Sat,  April 30th  10:00am-1:00pm. Call 564-6373 Dixie 
Harris for more info. 2917 Morrison Rd W., University Pl. 

WSU Master Gardeners plant sale 
Saturday April 30     9:00 – 4:00
Sunday May 1          9:00 – 3:00
WSU Allmendinger Hall 2606 W Pioneer –Puyallup.
Native plants, vegetables, perennials, annuals succulents, trees 
& shrubs. Plus outside  vendors,  book sales & a raffle. Bring 
wagons, wheelbarrows, carts crates & boxes. Cash, checks 
and credit cards accepted. 
For more info, call the Master Gardener office at 253 798 
7170, or go online to http://county.wsu.edu/pierce/mg

Titlow Park
When: Tuesday May 3rd, 

10:00am to noon (stay after to 
count seabirds along the beach)

Leaders:  Rosanne Becker and Joann Sims
Enjoy both water and songbirds at this Tacoma Park.  A 
variety of bird habitats will be explored including salt 
water, pond and forest. Meet at the Lodge at Titlow 
Park which is at the west end of 6th Avenue in Tacoma. 
Sign up by calling the TAS office at 253-565-9278.

Homestead Park, Gig Harbor 
When: Wednesday, May 4th, 6:00pm-8:30pm
Leader: Melissa Sherwood. Please meet 15 minutes 
before the start time at the Heritage Garden parking 
area of Homestead Park (drive to the  right after enter-
ing, parking near the 1st tall conifers to the south).  
Bring binoculars and dress appropriately for the weath-
er and walking trails and board walks.  Call Melissa for 
more detailed directions or if stormy/windy weather 
253-851-7230. Groups are limited to 8 people. Sign up 
by calling the TAS office at 253-565-9278. 

Tacoma to Ocean Shores
When:  Thursday May 5th, 7:00am.  
Leader: Ed Pullen. Join Ed for a weekday Birdathon 
Thursday May 5th.  Meet at the I5- Hwy 512 Park and 
Ride near McDonalds early AM.  Details to depend on 
energy level of the participants.  Ideally, this group will 
meet really early and dash to Ocean Shores.   Bird 
Ocean Shores, Hoquiam, Brady Loop, Nisqually and 
end in Tacoma about dark.  Alternative if birders want 
to start later then we can start in Tacoma and work our 
way to Ocean Shores and finish drive back after 
dark.  Expect lots of shore birds, waterfowl, and the 
usual gulls, passerines, some raptors and a great 
day.  Bring food, drinks, waterproof boots, and birding 
gear.  Sign up with TAS office at 253-565-9278.

Foulweather Bluff/Pt. No Point
When:  Saturday May 7th, 7:00am to mid-afternoon
Leader: Rolan Nelson. We’ll visit Foulweather Bluff, 
Point-No-Point and the Hansville Greenway.  Join us 
for this Birdathon event to check out the west sound 
migrants that should be passing through.  We’ll see 
wetlands, saltwater, forest glades and meadows.  We 
hope to identify over 65 species.  Bring rain gear and 
lunch or you can buy supplies at the Hansville Store.  
Meet at the Purdy Park and Ride off Highway 16 at 
7:00am.  Take Hwy 16 across Narrows Bridge from 
Tacoma.  Exit at SR302/Purdy off ramp and drive 
straight through Purdy (three stoplights) to 144th.  The 
Park and Ride is located just past the Chevron Station. 
Sign up by calling the TAS office at 253-565-9278.

Nisqually NWR and/or Ocean Shores
When: Saturday May 7th, 7:30am to Evening
Leaders:  Ken & Nel Batker. The trip will begin by 
walking the Nisqually trail on the refuge followed by a 

sack lunch (bring your own). The Nisqually portion is 
usually done by around 11:00am. Following the 
Nisqually walk, we will carpool to Gray’s Harbor 
National Wildlife Refuge and from there to Ocean 
Shores.  The day ends with dinner in Aberdeen to recap 
the day. Participants are welcome to come for the entire 
day, or just Nisqually, or just Ocean Shores.  If you 
choose to do just Ocean Shores, you should plan on 
meeting at Nisqually at 11:00am so we can carpool 
down to Gray’s Harbor. Meet at the Flagpole by the 
visitor’s center at Nisqually NWR. Sign up by calling 
the TAS office at 253-565-9278.

Pierce County Big Day “Purdy to Paradise”
on International Migratory Bird Day
When:  Saturday May 7th, 5:15am to dusk
Leader: Bruce LaBar. Starting at Purdy Spit, the trip 
visits Point Defiance, McChord and other points of 
interest along the way to the Mountain.  We aim each 
year to show you that you can find 100 species just by 
birding in Pierce County. Meet at far end of Purdy Spit 
at 5:15am. Please note this trip is already FULL! 

Adriana Hess, University Place
When: Monday May 9thth, 12:00noon to 1:30pm
Leader: Joe McGuire. Join Joe as he leads his monthly 
walks at Adriana Hess Wetland Park in University 
Place.  This small park is home to dozens and dozens 
of bird species!  Meet at 2917 Morrison Road West in 
University Place. This is a Birdathon trip, so please 
make a donation to Tahoma Audubon Society. Sign up 
by calling the TAS office at 253-565-9278.

Morse Wildlife Preserve, Graham
When:  Friday May 13th, 9:30am to 11:00am
Leader: Betty Jones. Walk the trails and check out the 
marsh, dry Douglas fir forest, moist lowland forest, 
prairie and meadows.  Take a look at the pond in the 
marsh and the forested wetland from the bird tower. 
Ask for directions when you sign up.

Tacoma to Moses Lake Overnight
When: Saturday and Sunday May 14th and 15th, 
5:30am Saturday until Sunday afternoon
Leaders Marcus Roening and Heather Ballash 
Marcus and Heather lead an exciting trip from Tacoma 
to the Potholes in Moses Lake.  The trip will cover 15 
habitat zones, covering sage, pinelands and wetlands.
There will be a special emphasis on neotropical 

migrants.  Expect to see at least 
120 species in one fast-paced 
day.  Meet at 5:30am and arrive in 
Moses Lake at 8:30pm, where we 
will stay overnight.   We'll take a leisurely return 
through favorite bird areas on Sunday.   Please provide 
email address and phone number when you sign up in 
order to coordinate lodging details and meeting place.  
Email marcus.d.roening@gsk.com for further details. 
Sign up by calling the TAS office at 253-565-9278.

Fox Island Birdathon   
When: Monday May 16th, 8:00am to 10:00am
Leader: Kimberly Toal. We will visit several island 
beaches and open areas for this year’s Birdathon. Meet 
at the Fox Island Boat Launch at the far end of the Fox 
Island Bridge. For trip details, contact Kimberly Toal at 
253-722-8898. To sign up please contact TAS office at 
253-565-9278.

Point Defiance Park – Kid/Family friendly
When: Wednesday May 25th, 6:00pm to 8:30 pm
Leaders: Sue Wattier and Cassie Head
We will meet at the pagoda for a basic bird identifica-
tion lesson, and then take an evening stroll through the 
forest trails and down to the beach at Point Defiance. 
We’ll see plenty of bird species out there! This event is 
led by the Education Staff at Tahoma Audubon and will 
be geared for the younger crowd and families. Sign up 
by calling the TAS office at 253-565-9278.

Green River Watershed
When: Saturday May 22nd, 8:00am to 3:00pm 
Leader: Greg Volkhardt and a Master Birder
This is a rare opportunity to see the protected water-
shed managed by Tacoma Water. We’ll bird in forests 
and fields around Howard Hanson Lake (elevation 
1200 feet) then visit Eagle Lake (elevation 2200 feet). 
Space is limited to the first 12 people.  Bring picture 
Identification as this is a restricted access area. Bring a 
lunch and appropriate clothing.  Be prepared to do 
some walking on uneven ground.
Meet at Tacoma Public Utilities, 3628 South 35th Street 
lot A1, on the Westside of the Administration Building 
at 8:00am. You will travel in one or two vans will 
brought back to the parking lot at about 3:00pm.   

Waughop Lake, Ft. Steilacoom
When: Sunday May 22nd, 8:30 am to 11:00 am 
Leader: Betty Jones
Identify birds in the oak woodlands, grasslands and 
Waughop Lake.  This is a very fun trip where you may 
see up to 50 bird species. Meet at the barn at Ft. 
Steilacoom Park, in Lakewood, or for anyone interest-
ed, meet Betty earlier at the little dam at the mouth of 
Chambers Creek on Chambers Creek road. Get an 
early start on this fun day! Meet at 7:30am and then 
join up with the rest of the group at Ft. Steilacoom! 
Sign up by calling the TAS office at 253-565-9278.

2011 birdathon  Field Trips

Special Events
Parks Appreciation Day in Pierce County

To sign up for Birdathon field trips, 
Please call Tahoma Audubon Society at 
253-565-9278
  This is a listing of the Birdathon field 
trips as of April 17th! We may add more 
so watch the May edition of the Towhee 
for any updates.

http://www.metroparkstacoma.org/page.php?id=293
http://www.metroparkstacoma.org/page.php?id=293
http://county.wsu.edu/pierce/mg 
mailto:marcus.d.roening@gsk.com
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  If you are a Tahoma Audubon Society Member you 
will receive a free set of “Bino-Straps” with your optics 
purchase. And, for EVERY purchase made by a Tahoma 
Audubon Member, our chapter will receive 5% of the 
sale! 
  So, please visit the experts at Wild Birds Unlimited in 

Gig Harbor for all your 
birding and optic needs 
and help YOUR 
Tahoma Audubon! 
  If you are not a member of our chapter, please join or 
renew today!

Help Tahoma Audubon get 5% of sales from Wild Birds Unlimited in Gig Harbor! 
	 3120 ½ Harborview Drive
	 Gig Harbor, WA 98335
	 253-851-2575 or
	 800-851-2575
	 http://gigharbor.wbu.com/

Please support local businesses that support Tahoma Audubon Society

Discover how birdwatching offers a 
deeper connection to nature and our own 
lives as New Mexicowriter Susan Guy-
ette presents from the new book, Zen 
Birding, on Thursday, May 5, at Seattle’s 
Seward Park Audubon Center. This free 
event, co-presented by the center and the 
Great Washington State Birding Trail, 
features a reception with the author 
from 6 to 7 p.m., with reading, discus-
sion and book signing from 7 to 8:30.

Zen Birding resulted from collabora-
tion between Guyette and her late hus-
band, David White, a lifelong birder 
and member of the Los Angeles and 
Santa Fe Audubon chapters, during his treatment for cancer as 
the two shared “long hours passionately discussing the intersection of 
Zen practice, birding, and environmental concerns.” She completed the 
volume after his passing.

“By teaching a delightful mix of patience, humility, and good cheer, 
Zen Birding will make you a better birder,” wrote Mark Obmascik, 
national bestselling author of The Big Year: A Tale of Man, Nature 
and Fowl Obsession, and winner of the 2009 National Outdoor Book 
Award for Outdoor Literature.

RSVP online to Joey Manson at Seward
Park Audubon Center, jmanson@audubon.org,  206-652-2444 x 

Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis.
A very rare appearance of a Snow Goose at the Purdy lagoon was recorded in February.

Photo/Laurel Parshall

Special goose appearance ...
Birding Trail and Seward Park Audubon 
Center host author of 'Zen Birding'

Take your birding to a new level:

Design, Installation, Renovation, Maintenance

Contractor License ECOLALN891BD

Eco Landscaping Northwest LLC
(253) 241-3084 www.EcoLandNW.com

of TAS member sales donated
to Tahoma Audubon Society!

Ecological Landscaping

5%

Wild Birds Unlimited in Gig Harbor carries the largest selection
of Optics in the area.  And remember that 5% of all WBU sales from
Tahoma Audubon Society members, come back to TAS as a donation.

http://gigharbor.wbu.com/


welcome to New and Returning Members

April membership 
program information

February 15 to March 17, 2011
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Tahoma Audubon is the Pierce County chapter of National Audubon. As 
an Introductory member of Tahoma Audubon you also receive a National 
Audubon membership and Audubon Magazine for one year. Renewing 
your Chapter Membership ensures that we can continue to do our work in 
Pierce County. Chapter membership includes: Towhee newsletter sub-
scription, free family events, birding trip invitations, class & book dis-
counts, conservation activities, annual celebrations and more. Joint TAS/
National Audubon membership includes: Chapter membership, National 
membership, annual Audubon Magazine subscription, and support of 
Important Bird Areas (IBA) and state and national conservation agendas. Ch
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Membership Fee:
	 ___	 Introductory (first year)             	 $20 
	 ___	 Joint National/Tahoma Audubon 	 $50
	 ___	 Chapter member renewal           	 $30 
	 ___	 Other Contributions _____________ 

Member(s) Name: _______________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________
City______________________________ Zip__________________ 
Phone: home ___________________business _________________
e-mail: ________________________________________________

Member #: _______________________________ (office use only)

Membership

C9
ZY

02
0Z

Robert Clyde Anderson, Harold Cook, Grant 
Neilson, Robert Stivers, Charles & Vera Wiseman, 
Muriel Lowery, J. McMahon, 
Dick & Carol De Jardine, Susan Gormley, Ray & 
Connie Hayes, Karalee Rae, Kathleen Bering, 
Eleanor Burgett, Karin Cloud, Robert Girvion, 
Patricia Green, Mary Hammett, Roberet Hayden, 
Hank Hibbard, Patricia Isom, Elizabeth Jensen, 
Robert Kunz, R. McNamara, Max Messman, 
Justin Morrill, Edna Nelson, Joe Ogawa, Dora 
Redal, Sandy Reinhart, Barbara Schmieden, Sandy 
Scott, Nozipho Sheriff, Dave Stephenson, Elizabeth 
Stoll, Sirena Troxa, Frederick Tucker, David 
Warnick, Joseph Warrior, Sally Wendorff, G. 
Williams, Dee-Etta Young, Trevor Dennie, Jennifer 
Nielsen, Charles & Maggie Ulrich, Valinda Walter, 
The Hitz Family, Rosemary Simons, Duncan 
Badenius, Avery Bevin, Lorna Booth, Laura 
Catalano, Barry Clarno, Barbara Daniel, Erin 

Dorgan, Julie Dugan, Sondra Dyer, Nadine 
Fredrickson, Paula Haskins, Dar Henrickson, 
Mary Herem, Helen Lane, Margaret Larson, 
Sharon McCarthy, Roxanne Miller, Irene 
Miller, Mary Miuet, Loie Robinson, Lois 
Svinth, Kathy Thatcher, Wendy Thompson, 
Norine Tibbitts, John Vanorden, Sandy 
Williamson, Dave Stevenson, LLM Enterprises, 
Amber Downard, Sharone Allen, Sandra Elliot, 
Guelda Messina

Returning Members 
Wolfram Abicht, Mary Backous, David & Shirley 
Ballash, Kenneth and Nell Batker, Rosanne Becker, 
Sally Boyle, Tom & Suzanne Brown, Dorothy 
Burkhart, Kristi Ceder, Loretta Chivers, Margaret 
DeTurk, Susan Greenwood,Roger & Rita Indrebo, 
Jean Jacobson, Diane Kerlin, Veronica & David 
Kulman, Lori Larson, Kathleen LeGreid, Dian 

Lord, Roger & Rosalyn Lueck-Mammen, Joseph 
& Alberta McGuire, Mary Pat Minor, Jo Moore, 
Shana Osmer, Earl Van Perdue, Lillian Reseck, 
Judy Rucker, Mary Siegenthaler, Bonnie Stiff, 
Ronald Taylor, Lewis Wallon, Beverly & Jerry 
Webber, Judy Wood, Dale & Patience Powell, 
Gregory Pluth, Lynn Cawthra, Lesley Phillips, 
Julia Payne, Susan Marihugh, Patricia Damron, 
Mera Neufeldt, Kelly & Mark Stave, Ryan Wiese, 
Doreen Ligrano, Jane Davison, Dick & Terry 
Carkner, Judy Lewis, Dorothy Walker, Craig 
Geyer, Richard & Barbara Perkins, Gabriel 
Newton

The Giant Pandas of China
  Join Becci for another extraordinary journey fea-
turing behind-the-scenes film footage with the 
Pandas and the global efforts to save them from 
the brink of extinction. Becci takes you to China 
using video, photos, stories and her art.
  Online tickets:
www.centerstagetheatre.com/plays.htm#Becci
  Also available at the door or by contacting the 
Federal Way Arts Commision.

Join Tahoma Audubon and 
Conservation Northwest on Friday, 
April 8, from 7:30pm to 9pm for a mul-
timedia presentation that takes an infor-
mative look at one of the wildest and 
least visited parts of Washington State, 
The Columbia Highlands. This unique landscape in the north-
eastern corner of WA state hosts an array of native wildlife that 
still exist together like nowhere else in the U.S. outside of 
Alaska, from grizzly bear to caribou to the ghost-like Canada 
lynx and wolverine. Scientific research has identified the 
Columbia Highlands as an important habitat bridge for wild-
life between the Cascade and Rocky Mountains, one that 
compliments connected habitat running north and south 
through the Cascades. Also learn about the innovative conser-
vation efforts to protect key parts of this area that are based on 
years of collaboration and dialogue in Northeastern Washington 
and seek to balance wilderness, national recreation area, and 
national conservation area protections with working lands and 
restoration forest practices.

Speaker: Kit McGurn is the outreach coor-
dinator for Conservation Northwest. He 
works to educate and engage Washington 
citizens on landscape and wildlife conserva-
tion issues in the Pacific Northwest in order 
to build demand for protection of the 
Northwest’s unique ecosystems. Previously 
he worked for the Sierra Club in Seattle and 
for the Greater Yellowstone Coalition in Idaho on Western 
Wolf protection and Roadless area preservation. 

Adventure Artis Becci Crowe presents:

The Columbia Highlands

Kit McGurn



 

For additional information:Tahoma Audubon - 253-565-9278; or www.tahomaaudubon.org  Or The Tacoma Nature Center:253-591-6439 or www.metroparkstacoma.org

Calendar

John Scharff Migratory Bird Festival 
Burns Oregon
Fri Apr 1 - Sun Apr 3  This festival is cel-
ebrating its 30th year in 2011. Non-stop 
birding activities and cultural information 
are sure to entertain you and your family! 
Spectacular birdwatching in Haney Basin. 
For information call 541-573-2636 or go 
to migratorybirdfestival.com

TGIF Restoration Activity 
Fri Apr 1, 10am - 12pm
Come enjoy the outdoors and help beau-
tify the grounds at Adriana Hess Park!

Nature Alphabet 
Fri Apr 1, 1:30pm - 2:30pm 
Where: Tacoma Nature Center. Ages 3-6, 
$6. Start times alternate. Preschoolers 
explore different nature topics through 
stories, hands-on activities, nature walks 
and crafts at the Tacoma Nature Center. 
Adult participation is recommended, chil-
dren under four require an adult present. 
Please note alternating times. Register by 
the Tuesday before the program. NOTE - 
TNC families receive a discount - $5.00/
child.

Adriana Hess Park Photography class
Mon Apr 4, 12pm - 3pm	
An adult program encouraging people to 
appreciate nature and how they can incor-
porate it into their photography. Call Dixie 
Harris for details 564-6373.

Homestead Park Bird Walk 
Tue Apr 5, 7am - 9:30am
Where: Homestead Park, Gig Harbor. See 
details on page 5. Sign up by calling the 
TAS office at 253-565-9278.

Weekly Bird Walks at Nisqually
Wed Apr 6, 8am - 12pm. Join Phil Kelley 
on his weekly bird walks as he counts the 
birds at Nisqually NWR. Sign-up: Call or 
email Phil Kelley to confirm details. Phil 
Kelley, Lacey, 360-459-1499 360-459-
1499, scrubjay323@aol.com. 

Homestead Park Bird Walk 
Wed Apr 6, 5:30pm - 8pm. See full 
description page 5. Groups are limited to 8 
people. Sign up by calling the Tahoma 
Audubon office at 253-565-9278.

Beginning Science 
Thu Apr 7, 9:30am - 11:30am
Where: Tacoma Nature Center. Beginning 
Science Ages 8-10, $12, 9:30am-11:30am 
To participate in this class, students should 
be able to add and subtract numbers.

Beginning Science 
Thu Apr 7, 1pm - 3pm 
See previous description.

Green Drinks Tacoma hosted by 
TAHOMA AUDUBON 
Thu Apr 7, 5:30pm - 8pm
Where: Doyle’s Public House, 208 Saint 
Helens Avenue Tacoma, WA 98402 253-
272-7468. Details on page 3.

TGIF Restoration Activity 
Fri Apr 8, 10am - 12pm. Come enjoy the 
outdoors and help beautify the grounds at 
Adriana Hess Wetland Park!

Membership Meeting
Fri Apr 8, 7:30pm - 9pm 
Monthly membership meeting of Tahoma 
Audubon. All welcome. Join Tahoma 
Audubon Society and Conservation 
Northwest for a multimedia presentation 
that takes an informative look at one of the 
wildest and least visited parts of Washington 
State, The Columbia Highlands. Check 
web site for program - www.
TahomaAudubon.org. Call 253-565-9278

Teen Bird-Watching Group
Sat Apr 9, 9am - 12pm
Where: Foothills Trail, Orting. Teen 
Birding Trip to the Foothills Trail. We will 
meet at the Orting City Park, then carpool 
or caravan to a section of the Foothills 
Trail. Be prepared to walk a 2-3 miles, and 
bring binoculars if you have them. Please 
RSVP for exact  directions to Annie Meyer 
at tacomateenbirders@gmail.com.

Budding Scientists “Extreme Earth”
Mon Apr 11, 10:30am - 12pm

Monthly Birdwalks at Adriana Hess 
Mon Apr 11, 12pm - 1:30pm. Enjoy a 
guided birdwalk through Adriana Hess 
Park led by Joe McGuire! Note new time.

Budding Scientists “Extreme Earth” 
Mon Apr 11, 3:15pm - 4:45pm 

Intermediate Birding Class
with Fred Matthaei
Mon Apr 11, 7pm - 9pm .Graduates of our 
Beginning Birding classes, avid backyard 
birders and veteran birders new to the area 
will love this class! Our expert birding 
instructor will guide you to a cache of 
birding areas in the South Sound region 
and introduce you to a variety of birds in a 
wide range of habitats. Knowledge of field 
guide and binocular use desired. In addi-
tion to scheduled classes there are two 
field trips TBD.

Weekly Bird Walks at Nisqually 
Wed Apr 13, 8am - 12pm. See page 5.

Intermediate Science 
Thu Apr 14, 9:30am - 11:30am. Tacoma 
Nature Center. Intermediate Science, Ages 
10-12, $12. To participate, students should 
be able to multiply and divide numbers, 
add and subtract fractions.

Intermediate Science
Thu Apr 14, 1pm - 3pm 
See previous description.

Tahoma Audubon Board Meeting 
Thu Apr 14, 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Where: Adriana Hess Audubon Center. 
Monthly Meeting of the Tahoma Audubon 
Board. Guest Welcome, please call ahead 
at 253-565-9278.

TGIF Restoration Activity
Fri Apr 15, 10am - 12pm. Come enjoy the 
outdoors and help beautify the grounds at 
Adriana Hess Wetland Park!

Nature Alphabet
Fri Apr 15, 10:30am - 11:30am 
Where: Tacoma Nature Center. Ages 3-6. 
See earlier description.

Parks Appreciation Day
Sat Apr 16. In parks throughout Pierce 
County, we’ll trim limbs, groom grounds, 
comb beaches and plant more flowers and 
trees. Join Parks Appreciation Day and 
come to a designated park between 9 a.m. 
and noon. We’re celebrating Earth Day, 
Arbor Day, National Parks Week and your 
local parks in one fun event. It’s gratifying 
to know you are part of a major county-
wide effort with nearly 2,000 other people 
in their local parks at the same time. www.
metroparkstacoma.org/page.php?id=293

Plant Walk at Adriana Hess Park 
Mon Apr 18, 12pm - 1pm. Enjoy a guided 
plant walk through the park!

Intermediate Birding Class
with Fred Matthaei
Mon Apr 18, 7pm - 9pm. See previous.

Weekly Bird Walks at Nisqually
Wed Apr 20, 8am - 12pm/ See page 5.

Advanced Science 
Thu Apr 21, 1pm - 3pm. Where: Tacoma 
Nature Center. Advanced Science Ages 
12-15, $15, 1:00pm-3:00pm Older home-
school students will continue their science 
studies with challenging experiments and 
activities. To participate, students should 
be able to calculate averages, percentages 
and solve  simple equations.

Earth Day 
Fri Apr 22

Morse Wildlife Preserve
with Betty Jones 
Fri Apr 22, 9am - 11am. Back by popular 
demand! Come walk the trails, woods, 
meadows and prairie at Morse Wildlife 
Preserve. View the forested wetland and 
North Muck Creek and marsh from the 
gorgeous bird tower. Over the years, 120 
species have been identified. This is also 
Earth Day, so come celebrate nature!

TGIF Restoration Activity 
Fri Apr 22, 10am - 12pm
Where: Adriana Hess Wetland Park
Come enjoy the outdoors and help beau-
tify the grounds at Adriana Hess Wetland 
Park!

Advanced Science Lab 
Fri Apr 22, 1pm - 4pm	
Where: Tacoma Nature. See earlier 
description.

Harbor Family Park Field Trip
Sat Apr 23, 7:30am - 9:30am
Where: Harbor Family Park Field. Harbor 
Family Park Bird Walk Join Greater Gig 
Harbor Foundation board member 
Kimberly Toal for birding on 40 wooded 
acres at Harbor Family Park and the adja-
cent Knight Forest property. See “Field 
Trips” section for full details. Call Tahoma 
Audubon to sign up 253-565-9278

Family Walk at Adriana Hess Park 
Sun Apr 24, 4pm - 5pm. A family program 
to encourage families to appreciate the 
park by providing information and oppor-
tunities with a guided walking tour. Call 
Dixie Harris for details 564-6373

Budding Scientists “Wacky Weather”
Mon Apr 25, 10:30am - 12pm 

Budding Scientists “Wacky Weather”
Mon Apr 25, 3:15pm - 4:45pm

Intermediate Birding Class
with Fred Matthaei 
Mon Apr 25, 7pm - 9pm. See previous.

Advanced Birding with Ken Brown 
Tue Apr 26 7pm - 9pm
Where: Tacoma Nature Center Ages 18+ 
Tahoma Audubon Members $55/ Non 
members $75.  Field Trips: May 7-8 
Coast, June 4-5 Potholes, Local on May 
21, 3-day in late June.

Weekly Bird Walks at Nisqually 
Wed Apr 27 8am - 12pm. See previous. 
Grays Harbor Shorebird Festival
Fri Apr 29 - Sun May 1. Go to www.
shorebirdfestival.com for more info.

TGIF Restoration Activity 
Fri Apr 29, 10am - 12pm
Come enjoy the outdoors and help beau-
tify the grounds at Adriana Hess Park!

Adriana Hess Park Photography class
Mon May 2 12pm - 3pm	
An adult program encouraging people to 
appreciate nature and how they can incor-
porate it into their photography. Call Dixie 
Harris for details 564-6373.

Intermediate Birding Class
with Fred Matthaei
Mon May 2, 7pm - 9pm, See previous.

Birdathon Field Trip Titlow Park 
Tue May 3, 10am - 12pm. See page 9.

Birdathon Field Trip Homestead Park
Tue May 3, 6pm - 8:30pm. See page 9.

Advanced Birding with Ken Brown
Tue May 3, 7pm - 9pm. Where: Tacoma 
Nature Center. Ages 18+ Tahoma Audubon 
Members $55/ Non members $75 Field 
Trips: May 7-8 Coast, June 4-5 Potholes, 
Local on May 21, 3-day in late June.

Weekly Bird Walks at Nisqually 
Wed May 4, 8am - 12pm. See previous.

Homestead Park Bird Walk 
Wed May 4, 6pm - 8:30pm. See previous.

Birdathon Field Trip to Ocean Shores 
Thu May 5. See page 9.

Beginning Science
Thu May 5, 9:30am - 11:30am
Ages 8-10, $12, 9:30am-11:30am To par-
ticipate in this class, students should be 
able to add and subtract numbers.

Beginning Science
Thu May 5, 1pm - 3pm. See previous.

TGIF Restoration Activity
Thu May 5, 10am - 12pm 
Come enjoy the outdoors and help beau-
tify the grounds at Adriana Hess Park!

Conservation Committee 
Thu May 5, 12pm - 1:30pm
Help Audubon achieve our 5 year goals 
for conserving, protecting, and restoring 
habitats in Pierce County.

Nature Alphabet
Thu May 5, 1:30pm - 2:30pm 
Ages 3-6, $6. See earlier description.

Birdathon Field Trip Purdy to Paradise
Sat May 7, 5am - 9pm. See page 9. Please 
note this trip is already FULL!

Birdathon Field Trip Foulweather 
Bluff/Point No Point
Sat May 7, 7am - 12pm. See page 9.

Birdathon Field Trip Nisqually
and/or Ocean Shores 
Sat May 7, 7am - 9pm. See page 9.

Budding Scientists “The Brightest 
Star”
Mon May 9, 10:30am - 12pm

Birdathon Field Trip
Adriana Hess Wetland Park
Mon May 9, 12pm - 1:30pm 
See page 9.

Unless otherwise stated -
To register for field trips, call (253) 
565-9278  To register for education 
classes, call (253) 591-6439
See further descriptions inside.
Check out our calendar online at
http://www.TahomaAudubon.org
for more information and updates

Fri Apr 8, 7:30pm - 9pm 
Join Tahoma Audubon Society and 
Conservation Northwest for a multi-
media presentation that takes an 
informative look at one of the wildest 
and least visited parts of Washington 
State, The Columbia Highlands. Check 
web site for program - www.
TahomaAudubon.org. 
(Doors open at 7 PM) at the Tacoma 
Nature Center, 1919 S Tyler St.

April 2011         

april Program

may 2011            
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